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In the last two decades, increasingly sensitive observations have enabled detection of emission from
dusty disks around stars of widely different ages. As a result, we now have some information on the
general evolution of the dust in disks. The evolution of the gas in disks, however, has been much
more difficult to assess, mostly due to the difficulties in detecting the cold disk gas of older disks.
Here we present results from recent searches for disk gas. In particular, we discuss spatially resolved
observations of gas around the main-sequence star β Pictoris, where we find emission from metallic
gas as far out as 323 AU from the star and 77 AU above the disk mid-plane. Considerations of the
strong radiation pressure on the metallic gas suggest the presence of an invisible braking medium.
Finally, we comment on the relevance of gas disk evolution to planet formation and the TPF/Darwin
mission.
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